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Protecting the coast and the ocean
from chemical pollution

An enormous number of chemicals is flowing in our society, and each day new
ones are introduced without sufficient control of where they will be used and
finally end up. The protection of the oceans from chemical pollution in inter-
national law is rudimental and limited to a few hazardous substances. Although
legislation regulating the use of chemicals has increased and is addressing dif-
ferent stages of the value chain, it still lags far behind the rapid development
of new chemicals. Moreover, the environmental risks of chemicals are asses-
sed and managed individually instead of in combination with other chemicals.
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